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coe Conference on Theological Training at Bos sey 

. A useful Conference on the training of the ministry was held in the Ecumen- 
ical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, from December 29, 1947 to January 2, 1948, 
‘Heads of colleges and professors had been called together by the Department of 

_ Reconstruction of the World Council of Churches in order that the condition of 
theological training in Europe, and the needs of the seminaries and faculties 
might be made known, and that by joint consultation, plans might be laid for the 
faction of their most clamant needs, so that they might fulfil their crucial - 
task: in the reviving of Church life in Europe, The Conference was presided over 
ae Dr sad poor cee ideale cf the Ne stead cigars Department. pein 


rs Conference began with short papers on the facts, given by represent- 
atives of each country. After each of these papers there was a vital discussion 
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could contribute duplicate books, and others could borrow, as well as 

2 clearing house for the exchange of books. 


; Caen Thereaf ter the Conference separated into comaittees dealing with various 
aspects of the subject: (a) Scholarship for post-graduate foreign travel and 
ts in aid for study within the country concerned; (b) Temporary exchange of 
es between Faculties; (c) Material help and literature which can be a 
artnership between Faculties; (d) Correspondence courses which it is_ 
1 consider organising; (e) Teaching of Ecumenicss big 2 
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Several delegates expressed the great indebtedness of those who were 
present for an illuminating experience and for the opportunity, which Dr Bednar 
(Czechoslovakia) said was the first that theological professors had ever had in 
such numbers, of discussing their common needs and visions, The Committee of the 
Ecumenical Institute was asked to consider the holding of such meetings in the 
future for professors or seminaries so that they might take conmon counsel and 
have discussions on the practical problems of their seminaries, 


Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
stressed the contribution of theologians in defining the meaning of the World 
Council, which is more than an organ for cooperation in reconstruction work, The 
help of theologians is needed to give a theologically relevant answer to the 
problen of unity, to give the spiritual foundation which the World Council re- 
quires in order to be healthy. E,P.S»Geneva 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


From January 18 to 25, the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
observed in the different Churches of all countries. Canon Leonard Hodgson, 
Secretary of the Continuation Committee of the World Conference on Faith and 
Urder, takes this opportunity of urging the ecumenical movenient to thank God 
for the progress made in this work, and to pray for the different needs of the 
ecumenical movement, In his brief introduction Canon Hogdson recalled the Con- 
ference held at Clarens, Switzerland, last summer (see E.F.S. No. 31, 1947) by 
the Continuation Committee after many years' interruption due to the war, when 
approval was given to the plan for incorporating the Faith and Order movement in 
the World Council of Churches in the summer of 1943. He asked Christians to 
pray for all the members of the World Council and especially for the work being 
undertaken in preparaticn for the amsterdam Conference, 


This time of the year will once again give the Christian Churches an opport- 
unity to ask God "to awaken and to stimulate in the mass of Christians a sense 
of suffering caused by the divisions in the Church, true repentance and ardent 
prayers for peace," 


One of the great inspirers of this prayer for Christian unity, Abbé Coutu- 
rier of Lyons, has just published a new tract reminding Christians that "the love 
of Christ urges all Christian souls - Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, 
Protestants — towards unity of heart, which may lead to unity of spirit in the 
Truths ss 


"Al] Christions meeting before the Cross hear the silent prayer of Christ 
to His Father: ‘That they may be one as we are one, that the world may believe!. 
They realise that their prayers would be vain and hypocritical if they did not 
first of all ask Christ to forgive them for 211 the injustices, outrages, violence 
and persecution which they have perpetrated upon one another during the course or 
history in our old Europe... They know that this prayer for pardon, which they 
make all together in fraternal fellowship to Christ, would not be sincere if taey 
did not begin by asking forgiveness cf one anothur, before the Christ in agony 
on the Cross of Redemption." OOK BRE, E.P.S.Geneva 
" PACIFIC SCHOOL} 
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ITALY Position of Protestantism 

The question of the relation between Church and State has recently aroused 
very lively controversy among Italian Protestants. One point of view is repre- 
sented by Professor Piacenti, who acquired great merit formerly for defending 
the cause of Protestantism under the Fascist régime; his followers believe that 
the best solution is a Concordat between Church and State, which would include 
the Protestant Church. But today the Protestant Churches in ltaly are tending 
rather to obtain a separation between Church and State. By separation they do 
not understand a hostile attitude of State to Church, but the means of preserv- 
ing the Church's freedom. The Church will not give up dealing with political 
problems; on the contrary, it will feel more free to remind the State that its 
activities should be controlled by Christian principles, 


That is why the Federal Council of Protestant Churches in Italy thought it 
essential to confirm the principles by which its action is inspired - preferably 
before Articles 7 and 11 of the new Italian Constitution come up for discussion, 
The Federal Council declares: 


"The Protestant Churches intend to adhere firmly to the following principles 
(sspecially after the proclamation of the confessional State and the insertion 
of the Lateran Pacts in the constitutional Charter of the Italian Republic): 


1. Complete liberty of conscience for everyone; 
2. Freedom of worship, before the law; 
3. Religious neutrality of the State. 


The Federal Council feels compelled to affirm these principles again, al- 
though it is obliged to collaborate with the organs of the State to work out 
special laws and regulations as a result of the Concordat accepted by the Con- 


stituent Assembly, against which the Federal Council again vigorously protests." 
H.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY Protestant and Roman Catholic Church Leaders Appeal 
+ =e to the World 


After the breakdown of the London Conference, a number of leading person- 
alities in the Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches made the following appeal 
-to the world: 


"At this historical moment in which the future of Germany hangs in the 
balance, we representatives of the Church, of science and of justice ~ whose 
consciences are burdened with a sense of responsibility for our country and for 
Europe - must make an appeal. 


"Give to our nation, and to the world, a lasting peace, which shall be for 
the healing of the nations. Even if the vanquished country has broken the law, 
the victor nations are still bound by the laws of justice and by God's Command~- 
ment. Let is not, therefore, be a vengeful peace, which can only give rise to 
fresh hatred, but a just peace. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_1 948-01 -09 15 1 
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"Give us a peace hased on economic and political common sense. If the 
economic condition of Germany is left in chaos, if Germans are denied the opport- 
unity in future of earning their living through honest work, and if our nation 
fails to achieve a harmonious, capable and unified political order, it will re- 
main a source of disturbance for Kurope and the world. But most of all, we beg 
you to remove the fear and despair which are crushing the German people- the fear 
that they are doomed to political ruin and to economic destruction, 


"Let is be recognised that the determining factors in the next chapter of 
history must not be mistrust and vengeance, fear and selfishness, but the desire 
for justice end reconciliation and the ccurage to practise that humanity which © 
is the most valuable heritage of our common Christian tradition." 


The appeal is signed by representatives of the Protestant Churches includ- 
ing Bishop Wurm (Wurttemberg), President Koch (Westphalia), Bishop Lilje (Hanover), 
Bishop Meiser (Bavaria), Dr Martin Nieméller (Nassau and Hesse) and Bishop Sommer 
(of the German Methodist Church). The Roman Catholic Archbishops of Munich, 
Cologne, Freiburg and Paderborn signed it on behalf of their Church. 


On behalf of the church leaders cf Berlin-Brandenburg, Bishop 
Dibelius ant a telegram to Bishop Wurm, expressing the urgent desire of all 
German Christians that efforts to secure a real peace and to unite Germany be 
resumed as scon as possible by the responsible authorities, and suggesting that 
a Church conference for the whole of Germany be convened in the near future, 
The Council of the Evangelical Church will consider this question at its session 


on January ll. BePsd. Geneva 
U.S.5S.R. First Anthclogy of Sermons 


The latest publication of the Moscow Patriarchate is an anthology of the 
sermons, lectures and pastoral lettuers of Metropolitan Nicolas of Moscow. 
The book is specially recommended to Orthodox Christians in Soviet Russia as one 
of the first publications of this kind. an extensive review in the "Journal of 
the Moscow Patriarchal Church" (Vol. 9, 1947) concludes: "Just as the great 
Apostle Paul, in the midst of his unceasing labours to spread the Gospel, once 
stressed the fact that he was a citizen of Rome, so in the sane way Metropolitan 
Nicolas proves himself throughout his activities to be the citizen of his great 
motherland. ‘logether with the late Patriarch Sergius and the present Patriarch 
Alexis, Metropolitan Nicolas is one of the great Russian Church patriots who have 
won eternal fame for their unswearing leyalty and self-sacrificing love for their 
country end for their Church." BePsSs. Geneva 


PRANCE An Orthodox Periodical Reappears 


The Y.M.C.a. Press in Paris has just published the fifth series of the 
Russian periodical "Pravoslavnaja Nysl", which has not appeared for several years. 
The paper deals with the theological work of the Orthodox Theological Institute 
in Paris, working under the auspices of the Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
Metropolitan Vladimir. The present number includes contributions from different 
lecturers at the Institute on the Exarch Vladimir, on the late head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Western Hurope Metropolitan tulogius, and on various 
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theological questions, It closes with a list of outstanding events in the life 
of the Institute from 1939-1946. There are two appendices, one of which gives 
extracts from the correspondence of the late Orthodox theologian, Professor 


Bulgakov. BReP.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA Church and State 


"Separation of Church and State and "freedom of conscience and religion" 
for all citizens are provided in the new Bulgarian Constitution adopted by the 
National Assembly in Sofia. 


The religious guarantees are contained in Article 78 of the Constitution, 
which reads: "Citizens are ensured freedom of conscience and religion, as well 
as freedom in carrying out religious rites. The Church is separated from the 
State, A special law regulates the legal status, the material support, and the 
right of self-regulation and self-government of the various religious communities," 
The article adds, however, that "it is forbidden to abuse the Church and religion 
for political purposes, or to form political organisations on a religious basis." 


"Article 78 of the Constitution", said Exarch Stefan, head of the Bulgarian 
Orthodox Church in an interview granted to a correspondent of the "Religious News 
Service!!' (New York), "contains constructive stipulations which not only guarantee 
freedom of worship and conscience, but also outline the conditions under which 
these can be effected in a right way." 


"We were given assurance by the Government, that the great historical: role 
of the Church will be duly considered in a new law on cults, and that the popular 
character of the Church will be consolidated and strengthened in order that it 


may continue its mission freely and creatively." B.eP.S. Geneva 
NCRWAY Missionaries Work Their Passage 


Three Norwegian missionaries bound for China sailed aboard the "Ravnaas" 
from Uslo on December 1, 1947 as members of the crew. The clergymen were hired 
by the owner as teachers for other crewmen. During the voyage they will conduct 
classes in languages and mathematics, Arndt J. Morland, owner of thisship, en- 
gaged the missionaries as part of a plan to occupy the leisure time of seamen 
‘during long voyages. His instruction idea has been placed before the Norwegian 
Shipowners' Association, which is interested in developing the project. This 
scheme has a threefold purpose: cheap travel, instruction of the crew, pastoral 
care. 


Meanwhile 17 additional Norwegian missionaries, who will sail for the Far 
East in January will also act as instructors. Other clergymen, returning from 


the Far East, will replace them on the homeward voyage. HeP.S. Geneva 
URUGUAY Activity among Youth 


From December 5 to 8, 1947 at Montevideo, Uruguay, the fourth congress of 
Protestant Youth of the River Plate district was held, under the auspices of the 
Federation of Protestant Youth in Uruguay and the Argentine Federation of groups 
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of Protestant Youth. Seventy-five delegates and thirty fraternal delegates as- 
sembled representing 90 youth societies in Uruguay and Argentine, and belonging 
to nine different denominations. This congress shows the ecumenical spirit among 
young Protestants in these countries. 


The reports presented by the two institutions which organised the congress 
showed the wity Which exists in the Protestant Youth Movement of the River Plate, 
which is one of the/ important in South America, The congress took as its motto: 
"Lift your eyes" and the general thems, "The Social Aspects of the Sermon on the 
Mount", was studied in the light of the problems which the young Christian may 


encounter, both in the cities and in the country. HePeS. Geneva 
PCLAND Ecumenical Council at Work 


The Polish #cunenical Council recently held its second Bible Week in Lodg. 
The number of participants was even larger than at the first Bible Week held in 
Warsaw. Public evening lectures were given on the origin of sin, the fruits of 
sin, the longing for God in the Old and New Testament, its fulfilment in Jesus 
Christ, reconciliation with God, spiritual rebirth and the life of Jesus. The 
additional lectures on philosophical questions (Is there a Revelation? Is the 
Bible of Divine Origin?) followed by discussions, were also well attended by an 
average of 100 (as contrasted by an average of 500 at the evening lectures). 
Simpli:, modest people - Protestants, Roman Catholics and Jews - asked questions 
about the nature of the Church. Some participants, especially Jewish ones, re- 
jected the dogma of the Church and criticised its "anti-social" attitude, while 
acknowledging the ethical personality of Jesus. The final service was attended 
by 1,500 people in the largest church in the town (the Lutheran church), at which 
sermons were preached by a Prot.:stant and an Old Catholic clergymen. 


During the first week in Advent, the first ecumenical Pastors! Conference 
was held in the Thabita Deaconry near Warsaw, under the auspiccs of the Polish 
Ecumenical Council. It was attended by 28 clergymen from the Lutheran, Reformed, 
Evangelical, Baptist, Methodist, Old Catholic, National Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches. The conference discussed the questions of baptism, Holy Communion, 
the Biblical conception of the Church, the pricstly office, the Apostolic Succes- 
sion end the nature of the Church, in the light of the New Testanent. Widespread 
agreement was reached with regard to baptism. The representatives of the Cld 
Catholic, the Lutheran and the Orthodox Churches were unanimous in their attitude 


to Holy Communion, EsP.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Suggested Christian Conference Site 


In an article in "Cesky Bratr" (No. 5) Jan Mirejovsky, secretary for Youth 
Reconstruction in Hurope, deals with the necessity for creating a permanent 
Christian Headquarters for Czechoslovak Conferences. The author calls for a 
building that cen accomodate 120-160 people at ons time, open all the year around. 
It should be a place where pastors can meet, where presbyters can hold their 
courses. The Protestant youth, said Mr. Mirejovsky, have resolved to collect 
this year at least 100,000 Czechoslovak crowns for this purpose. By the time of 
the next convention the youth will have collected enough for the purchase of a 
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piece of property where the conference home will stand. "This first step is up 

to the young people, and the Church may be glad acout it, It is a step dictated by 
by love, because the conference home is not meant to be only the youth's home, 

but that of the whole Church. It should be a ‘university! for everybody who wants 
to prepare for better service." 


In conclusion the author stressed the importance of ecumenical work and 
says that a conference home could become a unique means to realise these aims, 
"Another important matter", he writes, "is our peculiar situation between the 
Western and Zustern nations, Should not Christians from the West and from the 
Kast meet in Czechoslovakia? Should they not try to understand each other in 
our country and here unite for cooperation and peace? Should this not be our 
further concern? Thus we nay render a special service to the Christian Churches 


of the World, to worldpeace and to our own Church end country.!"! E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE Missionary Car 


The pastors and young people of the Reformed Church have undertaken a new 
method of evangelisetion in Auvergne, Thanks to an american lorry eyvipped with 
a book-shop and loud-speaker, four pastors have been able to drive all over Au- 
vergne in this "giant caravan" in order to get in touch with the man in the street 
"out in the highways and byways', They have been helped by other pastors who 
have left their parishes for a few days, and by youn people who heave seized 
this opportunity of embarking on a bold witness, 


How does the team proceed? me of the members writes: "We instal our- 
selves on the market place and open the shutters, so that our book display is 
Open to view. The harmonium plays and the meeting begins. «A hymn, a sermon, a 
solo, the sale of Bibles and newspapers, followed by fascinating conversations 
which enlighten the scekers, disturb the sceptical, and confirm the faith of 
those who are inclined to follow Christ. In the evening we hold 4 public meet- 
ing, sometimes in a secular hall, sometimes in a church," 


The first year of this experiment has resulted in the sale of 350 Bibles, 
520 New Testaments, over 2,000 newspaners and 15,000 pamphlets; 10 meetings 
have been held, 16 new families have joined the Church in Auvergne, and 2 new 
places of worship have been opened, And the receipts are high-r than the ex- 
bePsde GONOVS 


penditurse $ 
MEXICO Latest Developments in the Presbyterian Church 


The National Convention of the Presbyterian Church in Mexico was until now 
composed by two synods, namely the General Synod, representing the northern part 
of the country and the Synod of the Gulf of Mexico, which covers the area south 
of Mexico City. In addition to them 2 third Synod was formed by the National 
Convention at its meeting held in Mexico City, November 24, 1947, named the 
Central Synod, which includes the three presbyterics of Oaxaca, the Federal 
District, and the region of the frontier between Mexico and the United States. 


Formation of the Central Synod was a necessary precursor to the first 
General Assembly of the Presbyturian Church in Mexico, which was held in Mexico 
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More then one hundred ordained ministers gathered with elders representing 
vach church and thousands of other Presbyterians from all parts of the country. 
Presbyterian leaders also came from the United States and several countries from 
Latin america, The delegates planned the conclusion of the Progressive Movement, 
a six-year effort to broaden and deepen the Church's work, 


Other Christian organisations in Mexico convening simultaneously with the 
National Convention were the Sunday School Teachers Association, the Christian 
Endeavour Society, the National Women's Orgarisation and the Youth Institute of 


Evangelisn, K.P.5S. Geneva 
JAPAN The Lutheran Church and the "Kyodan" 


The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church has officially decided to become in- 
dependent of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), The move was made 
at a "reestablishing" conference held at Kumamoto in southern island cf Kyushu, 
In a declaration concerning the reestablishment of the Church attention was call- 
ed to the fact that the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church entered the United 
Church in 1941 as a fifth bloc, and that the bloc-structure of the Church was 
altered during the war years. With peace, the declaration added, the Lutheran 
Church found itself "in the midst of deep heart-sevarching" as to whether it cculd 
fulfil "the commission of the Church by remaining within the Kyodan", Because 
of the Lutheran conception of the Church as existing "where the Gospel is rightly 
taught and the Sacraments are rightly administered", and the belief that unity 
must be based on unanimity in regard to these two principles, and that there can 
be no true church union without a unity of faith, "it was decided that a new 
start should be made." 


Contacts were established with Kyodan authorities in order that close co- 
Operation could be maintained and that the Lutherans might remain within the 


Kyodan and simultaneously set up their own Church. £.P.oeGeneva 
UNITED STATES A Plea for Theclogy cf Community Redemption 


Karly in December 1947, 250 Protestant church leadurs and 30 representatives 
of national community egencies met in Columbus, Ohio, for an International Con- 
ference on Community and Religious Education. 


Hercld EB. Stassen, President of the International Council of Religious 
Education, delivered the opening address in which he urged churchnen to help re- 
vitalise community life. Dr M.A. Dawber, executive secretary of the Home Mis- 
sions Council of North America, made an appeal in speaking on the basic concept 
of the community and its moral and spiritual implications. Dr Dawber charged 
that democracy was imperilled by waning community life and that most Churches 
and church schools are "institutions apart from the community". He suggested 
the creation cf a system of community councils as 4 corrective measure. "ie must 
save the community", he said, "if we are to save the individual. We have no 
theology of the redemption of the community. We urgently need a theology of 
community redemption, I am convinced that such a theology, if practised by the 
Churches, would help to solve the Pretestant dilemma and Protestant paralysis." 

B.P.S.Geneva 
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